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I. SUMMARY  

This page summarises the key points within this briefing pack, relating to impacts to Defence 
people in the EU if the UK leaves the EU without a deal.  A no deal EU Exit means the UK 
would leave EU on 12 April 2019 without a Withdrawal Agreement or a framework for a 
future relationship in place between the UK and the EU. This means there will be no 
agreement to apply any of the elements within the negotiated Withdrawal Agreement, 
including on how to manage customs, trade, travel or citizens’ rights. 

A no-deal Brexit also means that there would be no transition period from April 2019 to 
December 2020 where EU law would continue to apply within the UK, which is designed to 
give businesses and organisations additional time to respond to the changes of the UK 
leaving the EU. 

The Government remains clear that leaving with a deal is the best solution. You are 
encouraged to read the relevant sections for further information. 

Subject Key points  

Immigration and 

EU Settlement 

Scheme  

Page 5 

If you have dependants (for example, your children or other family 

members who rely on you), who are EU, EEA or Swiss nationals, please 

be aware that the rules allowing them to live in the UK will change when 

the UK leaves the EU.   They will need to apply to the EU Settlement 

Scheme.  Those EU, EEA or Swiss national dependants who are living 

outside of the UK and the EU and who are unable to demonstrate they 

were in the UK in the six months before your posting should contact the 

EU Exit Team as soon as possible at SPOEEUX-

EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk with the subject “EU SETTLEMENT 
SCHEME”. 

Passports  

Page 7 

If you are travelling to Europe (check which countries here), please check 

the expiry date of your passport. You need 6 months left from your day of 

arrival, excluding any extra months which may have been added if you 

renewed your current passport early. You should use the passport 

checker to see if yours will be ok for travel or if you need to renew early. 

Driving in Europe 

Page 9 

You may need additional documents to drive in the EU: 

- An International Driving Permit (or more than one International Driving   

Permit, depending on the countries you are travelling through).  

- A 'green card' (or multiple green cards) demonstrating proof of 

insurance. 

- A GB sticker for your car. 

Healthcare cover 

Page 13 

For people visiting the EU for non-duty purposes (such as a holiday), 

you should buy health insurance to ensure you are covered in the event 

that things go wrong.  You should make sure you understand the terms 

and conditions of your travel insurance policy, and that the policy is 

enough to cover possible disruption. The FCO has guidance on what 

your travel insurance policy should cover.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe-after-brexit
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.passport.service.gov.uk%2Fcheck-a-passport&data=02%7C01%7CBethan.Walker127%40mod.gov.uk%7Ccd7e0b15babe4e2466e008d6b6b448a7%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636897282753335808&sdata=Oy%2BtRGUr7Jcb2caNmTqvccKJQ8eOF9kLe2rz%2F1BhhAU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.passport.service.gov.uk%2Fcheck-a-passport&data=02%7C01%7CBethan.Walker127%40mod.gov.uk%7Ccd7e0b15babe4e2466e008d6b6b448a7%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636897282753335808&sdata=Oy%2BtRGUr7Jcb2caNmTqvccKJQ8eOF9kLe2rz%2F1BhhAU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-travel-insurance
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Financial services 

Page 14 

The government expects that most people will see very little, or no 

difference to the financial services that they use (such as banking or 

insurance) after the UK leaves the EU. This is whether the financial 

services are provided by a firm based in the UK, EU, or somewhere else. 

If you have questions about your bank account, insurance, or other 

financial services products, you should contact your provider. 

Air travel 

Page 15 

The government has said it expects that air travel will continue as normal 

even if the UK leaves the EU without a deal. 

Privately owned 

Weapons 

Page 16 

You won't be able to use the European firearms pass if the UK leaves the 

EU without a deal.  You will need to follow UK import/export rules and 

licencing rules of individual EU countries if you are travelling with a 

privately-owned firearm or shotgun.  

Mobile phones 

Page 17 

Guaranteed free mobile phone roaming will end if the UK leaves the EU 

without a deal.  However, the government has said it will ensure that 

roaming charges are limited to £45 per month. 

Travelling with 

pets 

Page 18 

If the UK leaves without a deal, you won't be able to use the existing pet 

passport scheme.  You will need to follow a different process, which will 

take about four months to complete.  
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II. KEY GUIDANCE 

 

a) IMMIGRATION AND EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME: 

 

When the UK leaves the EU, the rules that allow EU, EEA or Swiss nationals to live in the 

UK will change. This information is provided to help you and your family prepare for these 

changes. 

 

You are strongly advised to prepare by ensuring that EU, EEA or Swiss nationals who are 

members of your family understand their position regarding their immigration status in the 

UK. 

 

EU, EEA and Swiss nationals who are dependants of a UK Service Person or Crown 

Servant currently on assignment outside the UK are eligible to apply to the EU Settlement 

Scheme if they lived in the UK before going on the posting and wish to return to the UK after 

it is completed. Applying to the EU Settlement Scheme will grant them a UK immigration 

status which will give them permission to travel to and live and work in the UK after free 

movement ends.  

 

The Home Office has confirmed that, in both a ‘no deal’ and a ‘deal’ scenario, EU, EEA and 
Swiss national spouses, partners, and dependants accompanying Crown Servants and 

Service Personnel overseas who have previously resident in the UK will have their time 

abroad on (or accompanying the) posting counted towards UK residence under the scheme. 

 

They will need to demonstrate residence in the UK within six months of going to your 

posting. This can be demonstrated in a number of ways, including through HMRC records, 

bank statements, bills, or plane tickets. 

 

The GOV.UK website has guidance on what evidence you need to produce. Please look at it 

and assure yourself that you have what you need (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-

settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence). 

 

If you don’t have this evidence available and if your EU, EEA or Swiss national spouse, 

partner, or dependants accompanying you on your posting did not live in the UK beforehand 

then they will need to come to the UK before the ‘specified date’ (exit day if there’s no 
deal; 31 December 2020 if there’s a deal) in order to qualify for the EU Settlement 
Scheme. If they do not, then they will need to meet the UK’s domestic Immigration Rules at 

the point at which they wish to come to the UK.  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence
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Please contact the MOD EU Exit Team by email with the subject “EU SETTLEMENT 
SCHEME”. We can then advise you on next steps: SPOEEUX-

EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk. 

 

Will the time my dependant lived with me while I was on assignment outside the UK 

count toward the five years required for settled status?  Yes, providing they can 

demonstrate they were resident in the UK before you were posted. If not, and they are 

outside the EU, please contact the MOD EU Exit Team by email with the subject “EU  
 

SETTLEMENT SCHEME”. We can then advise on next steps: SPOEEUX-

EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk  

 

How much does it cost to apply to the EU Settlement Scheme?  There is no fee. 

 

How do we demonstrate that my dependant was resident in the UK in the six months 

before I was posted?  The Home Office will accept many forms of evidence such as HMRC 

records, utility bills, credit card statements, bank statements, travel tickets etc. A more 

detailed list can be found on the GOV.UK website (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-

settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence) but the Home Office can accept alternative 

evidence too.   

 

My dependent is an EU, EEA or Swiss national.  We are living outside the EU, EEA or 

Switzerland and they cannot demonstrate a presence in the UK sometime during the 

six months before I was posted.  Please contact the MOD EU Exit Team by email with the 

subject “EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME”.  We can then advise you on next steps: SPOEEUX-

EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk. 

 

Can our friends who are EU nationals still visit us in the UK if the UK leaves the EU 

without a deal?  Until 31 December 2020, EU citizens will be able to enter the UK for up to 

three months by showing either a valid national identity card or a passport at the UK border. 

Information on visiting the UK can be found here (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-

uk-after-brexit). 

 

Action.  

• Applications for the EU Settlement Scheme are now open and will remain so until at 

least 31 December 2020. 

 

• From 9 April 2019 it will be possible to apply to the scheme from outside the UK, so 

EU, EEA or Swiss citizens who are outside the UK and haven’t broken their 
continuity of residence can apply without having to travel to the UK first. 

 

• For those with evidence of visiting the UK, ensure original documents are stored 

safely. 

mailto:mSPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
mailto:mSPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
mailto:SPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-settlement-scheme-evidence-of-uk-residence
mailto:mSPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
mailto:mSPOEEUX-EUExitGrpMailbox@mod.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/visiting-the-uk-after-brexit
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvisiting-the-uk-after-brexit&data=02%7C01%7CDavid.Fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7Ca9167095ed2c4fe60fcf08d6b759fdea%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636897994468101474&sdata=JSuxIwXawnaND4eBHjTQvf2u8gHG3cD4Zeyr0YtyFNU%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fvisiting-the-uk-after-brexit&data=02%7C01%7CDavid.Fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7Ca9167095ed2c4fe60fcf08d6b759fdea%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636897994468101474&sdata=JSuxIwXawnaND4eBHjTQvf2u8gHG3cD4Zeyr0YtyFNU%3D&reserved=0
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b) PASSPORTS: 
 

The rules for travel to most countries in the EU will change if the UK leaves without a deal.   

 

After Exit day, you should have at least 6 months left on your passport from your date of 

arrival. This applies to adult and child passports. 

 

If you renewed a passport before it expired, up to 9 extra months may have been added to 

your new passport’s expiry date. Any extra months on your passport over 10 years may not 

count towards the 6 months that should be remaining for travel to most countries in Europe. 

 

 

HM Passport Office has provided an online checker 

(https://www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport) to allow UK passport holders to see 

if they have enough validity to travel.  You should check your passport using this tool and 

renew early if necessary.   

 

Travel to countries within the EU that are part of the Schengen area 

  

If your passport does not meet the criteria above, you may be denied entry to any of the 

following countries, and you should renew your passport before you travel.  

 

Austria  Belgium  Czech Republic Denmark  Estonia  

Finland  France  Germany  Greece  Hungary  

Iceland Italy  Latvia  Liechtenstein  Lithuania 

Luxembourg  Malta Netherlands Norway Poland 

Portugal Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden 

Switzerland     

 

In addition, these territories will also apply the new rules: 

Andorra Monaco San Marino Vatican City 

 

Travel to other EU countries 

These rules do not apply when travelling to Ireland on a UK passport. 

 

For the following countries that are in the EU but not in the Schengen area, you’ll need to 

check the entry requirements (https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice) for the country 

you’re travelling to before you travel. 
 

Bulgaria Croatia Cyprus Romania 

https://www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport
https://www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport
https://www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
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Applying for a new passport 

If your passport doesn’t meet the new rules, you should apply for a new passport 

(https://www.gov.uk/apply-renew-passport) before travelling to the countries affected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-renew-passport
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c) DRIVING IN EUROPE: 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PERMITS  

 

• You are strongly advised to prepare by obtaining the valid International Driving Permit(s) 

for the country or countries you intend to drive in or through.  

 

• If you are in, or will be in, the UK you can purchase an International Driving Permit at 

many UK Post Offices.  

  

• If you are not going to be in the UK before the UK leaves the EU, alternative 

arrangements have been made to enable you to buy an International Driving Permit, 

including through some Forces Post Offices.  

 

• Further guidance for those based in EU27 countries is available in the DIN on 

International Driving Permits in EU27 Countries in the event of a No Deal EU Exit  

(https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourced

oc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-

034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true)  

   

Where and why do I need an International Driving Permit?  

  

In the event that there is no deal, the Government will seek to put in place new 

arrangements for EU and EEA countries to recognise UK driving licences.  Until then UK 

driving licence holders may need an International Driving Permit in addition to their UK 

driving licence to drive when in EU and EEA countries.  

  

There are three different types of International Driving Permit.  Different countries need 

different types. You may therefore need more than one International Driving Permit if you are 

going to be driving in or through different countries. The types and countries are listed below.  

 

The 1968 International Driving Permit  

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, you may need a 1968 International Driving Permit to 

drive in the following EU and EEA countries: 

 

 

 

 

https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/DINSpersonnel/2019/2019DIN01-034.docx?web=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/DINSpersonnel/2019/2019DIN01-034.docx?web=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
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Austria  Belgium  Bulgaria  Croatia  Czech Republic  

Denmark  Estonia  Finland  France  Germany  

Greece  Hungary  Italy  Latvia  Lithuania  

Luxembourg  Netherlands  Norway  Poland  Portugal  

Romania  Slovakia  Slovenia  Sweden    

  

 

The 1949 International Driving Permit  

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, you may need a 1949 International Driving Permit to 

drive in the following EU and EEA countries:  

  

Cyprus  Iceland  Malta  Spain  

  

 

The 1926 International Driving Permit  

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, you may need a 1926 International Driving Permit to 

drive in Liechtenstein.  

  

Driving in Ireland  

If you hold a UK driving licence you will not need an International Driving Permit to drive in 

Ireland.  

How can I get an International Driving Permit?  

  

In the UK  

You can buy an International Driving Permit at a Post Office counter – over 2,500 branches 

now sell them. You can find the nearest counter to you that sells them using the Post Office  

International Driving Permits webpage (https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-

permit). Buying at a Post Office counter takes around five minutes on a turn-up-and-go basis 

for £5.50.  You will need to take your full valid UK photocard driving licence or, if you have 

an older paper version licence, you will also need to take a valid passport. They must be 

original documents, not copies.  You will also need a passport-sized (and specification) 

photo showing a recent true likeness of the applicant.  

  

In Europe  

Forces Post Offices within the EU can sell International Driving Permits to those who need 

them.  You will need to bring the same documents that you would if you were to apply at a  

https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
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UK Post Office – your full valid UK photocard driving licence or, if you have an older paper 

version licence, you will also need to take a valid passport.  They must be original 

documents, not copies. You will also need a passport-sized (and specification) photo 

showing a recent true likeness of the applicant.  

 

Can I apply on behalf of another person?  

Yes, provided you can bring the correct documents for that person – they must be original 

documents, not copies.  

  

What do I need to apply for an International Driving Permit?   

You need to bring the following to apply for an International Driving Permit:  

• Full valid UK driving licence - photocard or an older paper licence.  

o If you have an older paper version licence you will also need your original valid 

passport as proof of identification. 

• A passport sized photograph - a recent true likeness of the applicant. If you are 

applying for more than one type of International Driving Permit, you will need one 

photo for each International Driving Permit that you intend to apply for.  

 

• The £5.50 application fee (cash or debit/credit card) for each licence you intend to 

apply for.  

  

Can I reclaim the cost of buying my International Driving Permit?  

Yes. Service Personnel and Civil Servants can claim the cost back through JPA or HRMS.  

  

Can I reclaim the cost of buying an International Driving Permit for members of my 

family?  

Unfortunately, the cost of an International Driving Permit can only be claimed back for 

Service Personnel or Civil Servants.   

  

More Information 

 

5 Feb 19 - GOV.UK Guidance - Preparing to drive in the EU after 

Brexit (http://ow.ly/C4Qr30okZOy) 

Post Office - Planning on driving abroad? 

(https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit) 

 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprepare-to-drive-in-the-eu-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3D6244cde9-b998-4010-aa28-351c3d709fe2%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dimmediate&data=02%7C01%7Cdavid.fleming102%40mod.gov.uk%7C07397b8f83ef4af3411708d687fd343a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636845918899130434&sdata=2GhdLP3CckocSGtOhbrYk0RFy9Lq1hFntHET5iCb0nw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/international-driving-permit
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2019DIN01-034 - International Driving Permits in EU27 Countries in the event of a No Deal 

EU Exit 

(https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B

9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-

034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1) 

 

GREEN CARDS 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal on Exit day drivers of UK registered vehicles will need 

to carry a motor insurance Green Card when driving in the EU and EEA.  A motor insurance 

Green Card is evidence of motor insurance cover when driving abroad. 

Some EU and EEA countries may also require a separate Green Card as proof of insurance 

for caravans and trailers.  If you are travelling with a caravan or trailer, you will need two 

Green Cards: one for the towing vehicle, and one for the caravan or trailer. 

You should contact your vehicle insurance provider to obtain motor insurance Green Cards 

for your vehicle, caravan or trailer. 

 

NUMBER PLATE IDENTIFIERS 

Under international conventions, GB is the distinguishing sign to display on UK-registered 

vehicles when driving outside of the UK. 

Following the UK’s exit from the EU, it is recommended that you display a GB sticker on the 
rear of your vehicle, irrespective of whether you currently have a number plate which 

includes the GB identifier. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
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d) HEALTHCARE COVER: 

 

Healthcare when conducting off-duty travel to EU countries  

 Access to healthcare in EU Member States is likely to change after Exit day.  This will 

depend on decisions made by each Member State.  The UK is seeking agreements with  

countries to continue current healthcare arrangements until the end of 2020 after the UK 

leaves the EU.  

For people visiting the EU for non-duty purposes (such as a holiday), the EHIC card may no 

longer be valid in all countries. The government already advise that you obtain 

comprehensive travel insurance. This will remain our advice in all circumstances.  

You should make sure you understand the terms and conditions of your travel insurance 

policy, and that the policy is sufficient to cover possible disruption.  The FCO has guidance 

on what your travel insurance policy should cover https://www.gov.uk/guidance/foreign-

travel-insurance.  

If you already have travel insurance to cover your trip, your insurer should let you know if 

there will be any changes to the way your policy is serviced that will affect you after the UK 

leaves the EU.  If you have questions about what your travel insurance policy covers, or 

whether the policy is sufficient to cover possible disruption, you should contact your 

insurance company.  

 

Healthcare when on duty 

If you are based in the EU or if your travel is duty-related, then please check with your chain 

of command / line management before making alternative arrangements at your own 

expense.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fforeign-travel-insurance&data=02%7C01%7CClare.Smith343%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb34bd635369842d775e808d6b816b63a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636898805032363269&sdata=kpRrWgLCpQMLob9HtPb%2FiJKz27wiJLYIuRqQpJU141E%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fforeign-travel-insurance&data=02%7C01%7CClare.Smith343%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb34bd635369842d775e808d6b816b63a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636898805032373274&sdata=2pMt1cT7%2FBAhjvBcUD7h%2FjaxfP6Qo7%2Bx0q8rl5H3Dqc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fforeign-travel-insurance&data=02%7C01%7CClare.Smith343%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb34bd635369842d775e808d6b816b63a%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636898805032373274&sdata=2pMt1cT7%2FBAhjvBcUD7h%2FjaxfP6Qo7%2Bx0q8rl5H3Dqc%3D&reserved=0
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e) FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 

We expect that the majority of people will see limited, or no, difference to their financial 

services provision after the UK leaves the EU.  We expect they will be able to use and rely 

on their bank accounts, insurance, personal pensions or annuities, and other services 

whether they are provided by a firm based in the UK, Europe or elsewhere in the world. 

For UK citizens living in the EU, Norway, Liechtenstein or Iceland, many UK financial 

services firms are taking steps to ensure they will continue to be able to serve their 

customers after the UK leaves the EU.  Some EU countries have also announced that they 

are also taking steps to ensure that UK financial services firms will be able to serve their 

existing customers after the UK leaves the EU. 

Your financial services provider should contact you if it needs to make any changes to your 

product or the way it provides it.  However, if you have any concerns about whether you 

might be affected, you should contact your financial services provider. 
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f) AIR TRAVEL: 

 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, flights should continue as today. Both the UK and EU 

want flights to continue without any disruption.  There will be no impact to direct flights to 

non-EU countries. 

Before you leave for the airport, check online for the latest travel information and scheduled 

services from your airline. 

Aviation security for passengers 

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, most passengers will not experience any difference 

in aviation security screening.  The UK will continue to apply robust aviation security 

measures and prioritise passenger safety and security. 

The European Commission has proposed measures to avoid extra security screening of 

passengers from the UK when transferring to onward flights at EU airports. 
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g) WEAPONS: 

 

Travelling to the EU with privately owned firearms if the UK leaves the EU without a 

deal 

The European Firearms Pass (EFP) is a form of passport for firearms and is designed for 

use by those who are travelling with their firearms between EU countries.  EFPs are valid for 

personal travel only, so do not apply to military personnel travelling with their weapons in an 

official capacity.  

If the UK leaves the EU without a deal, EFPs would no longer be available to UK residents 

wishing to travel with their firearms to EU countries. You should check the requirements of 

the EU country you are travelling to or through with your firearm or shotgun.  You will need 

to comply with whatever licensing or other requirements each EU country imposes, as well 

as UK import and export licensing requirements.  

This guidance also applies to UK residents who are due to be in an EU country with their 

firearm when the UK leaves the EU.  

Export licenses will generally be required for exports of firearms to EU countries. There may 

be exemptions for firearms travelling as personal effects.  

EFPs would no longer be recognised for EU visitors to the UK. Their sponsors are required 

to apply for a Visitor’s Permit but it will no longer be a legal requirement to show a valid EFP.  

This does not weaken current firearm controls as the police will continue to assess an  

applicant’s fitness to hold a firearm as part of their consideration of the Visitor’s Permit 
application.  

  

Find out more about:  

 

• Travelling with a European Firearms Pass if there’s no Brexit deal 
(http://ow.ly/KrsJ30nD0Jc)   

• Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) firearms information 

(http://ow.ly/HWeb30nD0Kq)  

UK export licensing requirements. (http://ow.ly/xSGd30nD0L8) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
http://ow.ly/KrsJ30nD0Jc
http://ow.ly/KrsJ30nD0Jc
https://www.psni.police.uk/advice_information/firearms/
https://www.psni.police.uk/advice_information/firearms/
https://www.psni.police.uk/advice_information/firearms/
http://ow.ly/HWeb30nD0Kq
http://ow.ly/HWeb30nD0Kq
file:///C:/Users/walkerb127/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/VXZPSDVE/UK%20export%20licensing%20requirements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exporting-controlled-goods-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
http://ow.ly/xSGd30nD0L8
http://ow.ly/xSGd30nD0L8
http://ow.ly/xSGd30nD0L8


 

 

17 

 

 

 

h) MOBILE PHONES: 

 

Using your mobile phone in the EU if the UK leaves without a deal 

The costs that EU mobile operators would be able to charge UK operators for providing 

roaming services would no longer be regulated.  This would mean that surcharge-free 

roaming when you travel to the EU could no longer be guaranteed.  This would include 

employees of UK companies travelling in the EU for business.  

The Government has legislated to ensure that the requirements on UK mobile operators to 

apply a financial limit on mobile data usage while abroad is retained in UK law.  The limit 

has been set at £45 per monthly billing period (currently €50 under EU law).  The 
Government has also legislated to continue to ensure that consumers receive alerts when 

they are at 80% and 100% data usage. 

In the event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal, the Government’s advice to 
consumers is to:  

● Check the roaming policies of your mobile operator before you go abroad.  

● Consider what your operator is saying about surcharge-free roaming post-EU exit.  

● Check your operator’s terms and conditions in detail - particularly if you are a heavy 

user of mobile services in the EU.  

● Be aware of your rights to change mobile operator (“switching”).  
(http://ow.ly/KSzf30nD0MQ)  

● Be aware that Ofcom rules allow cancellation of your contract free-of-charge if your 

operator makes certain price increases. (http://ow.ly/Rx9S30nD0Ok)   

● Know how to turn off your mobile data roaming on your mobile device if you’re 
worried about being charged for data usage in the EU.  

● Ensure you understand the alternatives to using mobile networks when abroad. Wi-

Fi is widely available, which would allow you to make calls, send texts and use data 

for free or with little charge.  

● Understand which services might be expensive to use and which are likely to be 

cheap. For example, streaming live television or sending large video clips (MMS) 

could be expensive as they use large amounts of data.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/costs-and-billing/switching/switching-mobile-phone-provider
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/phones-telecoms-and-internet/advice-for-consumers/costs-and-billing/switching/switching-mobile-phone-provider
http://ow.ly/KSzf30nD0MQ
http://ow.ly/KSzf30nD0MQ
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/112282/Guidance-under-General-Condition-C1-contract-requirements.pdf
http://ow.ly/Rx9S30nD0Ok
http://ow.ly/Rx9S30nD0Ok
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i) TRAVELLING WITH PETS 

 

Travelling with your pet to the EU if the UK leaves the EU without a deal 

The UK is likely to be treated as an unlisted country (http://ow.ly/6XKI30nD0Cc) under the 

EU Pet Travel Scheme if it leaves the EU without a deal. 

If the UK is treated as an unlisted country, a current EU pet passport issued in the UK will 

not be valid for travel to the EU.  You will need to take the following steps: 

1. You must get your dog, cat or ferret microchipped and then vaccinated against 

rabies before it can travel. Your pet must have a blood sample taken at least 30 

days after the rabies vaccination. You’ll need to talk to your vet about whether you 
need a rabies vaccination or booster before this test.  

2. Your vet must send the blood sample to an EU-approved blood testing laboratory. 

(http://ow.ly/i2DL30nD0DB)   

3. The results of the blood test must show that the vaccination was successful (Your 

pet must have a rabies antibody level of at least 0.5 IU/ml). 

4. You must wait three months from the date the successful blood sample was taken 

before you travel. 

5. The vet must give you a copy of the test results and enter the day the blood sample 

was taken in an animal health corticate.  

Further information on the rules for travelling with your pet to the EU can be found on the 

GOV.UK website (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pet-travel-to-europe-after-brexit) 

 

Travelling within the EU with your pet if you are a UK national living in the EU 

If you’re living in Europe and are planning to travel with your pet using a UK-issued pet 

passport, you should speak to your local vet.  They’ll be able to help you understand the 
impact of the UK leaving the EU without a deal and ensure you’re compliant with EU Pet 

Travel Regulations.  

(http://ow.ly/Husd30nD0FA)   

 

If you have a pet passport issued by an EU member state, you can use it to bring your pet 

to the UK.  

You can also use it to return to the EU, as long as your pet has had a successful rabies 

antibody blood test. You must make sure the blood test is taken at least 30 days after the 

date of rabies vaccination.  

 

If the blood sample is taken in the UK you must wait three months from the date the 

successful blood sample was taken before you travel back to the EU.  You don’t have to 
wait the three months before travelling if your pet has a successful blood test before leaving 

the EU.  

https://www.gov.uk/take-pet-abroad/listed-and-unlisted-countries
http://ow.ly/6XKI30nD0Cc
http://ow.ly/6XKI30nD0Cc
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement/approved-labs/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement/approved-labs/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement/approved-labs/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement/approved-labs/index_en.htm
http://ow.ly/i2DL30nD0DB
http://ow.ly/i2DL30nD0DB
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pet-travel-to-europe-after-brexit
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/pet-movement_en
http://ow.ly/Husd30nD0FA
http://ow.ly/Husd30nD0FA
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Returning to the UK with your pet 

Your pet must have one of the following documents when returning to the UK:  

● an EU pet passport (issued in the EU or in the UK prior to EU Exit)  

● the animal health certificate issued in the UK used to travel to the EU (which you 

can use up to four months after it was issued)  

● a UK pet health certificate (for travel into the UK only)  

You should check the routes before you travel (http://ow.ly/fU8y30nD0GB). On existing 

approved routes your documents and microchip will be checked.  If you’re not travelling on 
an approved route talk to your vet about what preparations, you need to make before travel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/take-pet-abroad/approved-routes
http://ow.ly/fU8y30nD0GB
http://ow.ly/fU8y30nD0GB
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III. USEFUL LINKS 

 

25 November Political Declaration (http://ow.ly/qKVE30nD0Rq)   

25 November Withdrawal Agreement (http://ow.ly/hubA30nD0SK)  

25 November Explainer for the Political Declaration (http://ow.ly/3Qxy30nD0TE)  

14 November Explainer for the Withdrawal Agreement (http://ow.ly/6U3U30nD0Um)  

25 November Explanatory slides for the Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration 

(http://ow.ly/SFf630nD6aW)  

17 December PM Statement on European Council (http://ow.ly/gx4c30nD0Wm)  

The UK’s exit from the EU: Important information for UK nationals 

(http://ow.ly/Qx1p30nD0WV)  

How to prepare if the UK leaves the EU with no deal (http://ow.ly/B8S130nD0XZ)  

 

Policy paper on citizens’ rights in the event of a no deal Brexit (http://ow.ly/Zmyz30nD0YR) 

 

2019DIN01-034 - International Driving Permits in EU27 Countries in the event of a No Deal 

EU Exit 

(https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B

9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-

034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1) 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759021/25_November_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_framework_for_the_future_relationship_between_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdom__.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759021/25_November_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_framework_for_the_future_relationship_between_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdom__.pdf
http://ow.ly/qKVE30nD0Rq
http://ow.ly/qKVE30nD0Rq
http://ow.ly/hubA30nD0SK
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759019/25_November_Agreement_on_the_withdrawal_of_the_United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Northern_Ireland_from_the_European_Union_and_the_European_Atomic_Energy_Community.pdf
http://ow.ly/hubA30nD0SK
http://ow.ly/hubA30nD0SK
http://ow.ly/3Qxy30nD0TE
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759022/25_November_Explainer_for_the_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_framework_for_the_future_relationship_between_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdom___1_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759022/25_November_Explainer_for_the_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_framework_for_the_future_relationship_between_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdom___1_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/759022/25_November_Explainer_for_the_Political_Declaration_setting_out_the_framework_for_the_future_relationship_between_the_European_Union_and_the_United_Kingdom___1_.pdf
http://ow.ly/3Qxy30nD0TE
http://ow.ly/3Qxy30nD0TE
http://ow.ly/6U3U30nD0Um
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F756376%2F14_November_Explainer_for_the_agreement_on_the_withdrawal_of_the_United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Northern_Ireland_from_the_European_Union___1_.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C977c61efa5e2460bfc4908d6513146a8%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636785669401637275&sdata=OPBLhmP6K4R2Moqh%2Bg70tnzeoLCwlvEtAri0X0oUDEQ%3D&reserved=0
http://ow.ly/6U3U30nD0Um
http://ow.ly/6U3U30nD0Um
http://ow.ly/SFf630nD6aW
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq4sKYqazgAhVNThUIHb6aBBkQFjACegQIBxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F759023%2F25_November_Explanatory_slides_for_the_Withdrawal_Agreement_and_Political_Declaration_on_our_future_relationship_with_the_EU.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1-0rX5GbcBXUplNxJniQd0
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiq4sKYqazgAhVNThUIHb6aBBkQFjACegQIBxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F759023%2F25_November_Explanatory_slides_for_the_Withdrawal_Agreement_and_Political_Declaration_on_our_future_relationship_with_the_EU.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1-0rX5GbcBXUplNxJniQd0
http://ow.ly/SFf630nD6aW
http://ow.ly/SFf630nD6aW
http://ow.ly/SFf630nD6aW
http://ow.ly/gx4c30nD0Wm
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-european-council-17-december-2018
http://ow.ly/gx4c30nD0Wm
http://ow.ly/gx4c30nD0Wm
http://ow.ly/gx4c30nD0Wm
http://ow.ly/Qx1p30nD0WV
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-important-information-for-uk-nationals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-important-information-for-uk-nationals
http://ow.ly/Qx1p30nD0WV
http://ow.ly/Qx1p30nD0WV
http://ow.ly/B8S130nD0XZ
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/how-to-prepare-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal#money-and-tax
http://ow.ly/B8S130nD0XZ
http://ow.ly/B8S130nD0XZ
http://ow.ly/Zmyz30nD0YR
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policy-paper-on-citizens-rights-in-the-event-of-a-no-deal-brexit
http://ow.ly/Zmyz30nD0YR
http://ow.ly/Zmyz30nD0YR
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/defnet/Corp/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9299A288-B283-4F31-B7EF-3153C2B58D48%7D&file=2019DIN01-034.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1

