commandbrief
Overseas Voting Survey

Following the General Election in May 2015, AFF heard from Army personnel and families who had experienced
issues with the postal voting process overseas.
With the European Referendum taking place in June, AFF is concerned that Army families may be unable to
engage with this critical democratic process.
We conducted a survey in March 2016 to find out how families in the UK & overseas would prefer to vote in UK
elections when posted abroad.
It emerged that whilst families would prefer to cast their vote by post and not proxy, there were issues with the
postal voting process.

Army families want a vote in the Referendum

67%

of respondents currently
living overseas are already
registered to vote.

82%

of respondents currently living
overseas intend to vote in the
European Referendum.

AFF Comment:

AFF is delighted that many families are keen to engage in the upcoming European
Referendum. The MOD has a responsibility to ensure that Service personnel and their families are able
to exercise their democratic right, regardless of where they live.

Over ¾ of families would prefer to vote by post

74%

of respondents currently
living overseas would prefer
to cast their vote by postal
vote.

86%

of respondents not currently living
overseas would prefer to cast their
vote by postal vote if deployed or
posted overseas.

Proxy is not an option for many
Some families commented that they did not have access to a reliable proxy voter.

“

“

Problems with postal voting overseas

Families commented that it was difficult to vote by post, as voting papers often arrived too late for
them to be returned in time, with some arriving after the election.

I’m aware that BFPO increase their efforts around election time to get the postal votes out and
returned efficiently and within the time frames. It would help if Local Authorities were able to
print and dispatch first those postal vote forms which are destined for personnel (both military
and civilian) based overseas as opposed to living in the local area.

AFF Comment:

The MOD’s continuing stance in encouraging proxy voting is inappropriate as some
families are unable to identify a reliable proxy. Families have clearly indicated that they prefer to vote
themselves via post.
A focus for the MOD, local authorities and BFPO should therefore be on improving the postal voting
process. Timely issuing of ballot papers from constituencies is crucial, as is communication between
overseas commands and BFPO.
The European Referendum is a simple and known question and there are no candidates involved. AFF
would like local authorities to be allowed to send out voting forms earlier than usual, providing a more
achievable timeframe for the full process.

Other ways of voting

“

Several families suggested having a polling station they could access whilst overseas, at nominated
military base, admin facility or British Embassy. Others suggested voting online.

AFF Comment:

AFF would like to see a review of the process which enables the Service community
to vote during overseas assignments. AFF would like the MOD to liaise with the Electoral Commission and
Department for Communities and Local Government so that a range of options is considered. These
include increasing the parts of the process which can be carried out online and the possibility of
accessing polling stations overseas. Extensive testing should also be part of the review.

A secure online postal system would be a much better way of voting. If we can use the web to
securely access and control our online banking, vehicular access, home security and even national
security networks, I don’t see why an online voting system cannot be implemented.
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