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PROGRAMME UPDATE  

UK –  With only six months to go before units return 

from Germany the Army Basing Programme (ABP) 

remains on track to have the agreed accommodation 

and facilities in place to ensure that the transition runs 

smoothly. 

The Programme Team continues is working closely 

with the Army Chain of Command, our industry 

partners and the Local Authorities to see that the ABP 

continues to deliver ahead of the return of around 

4,000 personnel and their families next Summer. 

SALISBURY PLAIN TRAINING AREA 

Excellent progress has continued on a wide range of 

buildings to benefit military families and local 

communities, including a new Medical Dental Centre 

in Larkhill and an Early Years’ Facility in Tidworth,  
that will provide 55 pre-school and nursery places. 

This is in addition to the delivery of numerous 

technical buildings and Single Living Accommodation 

behind the wire in the garrison across Salisbury Plain 

and Aldershot, to facilitate the 2019 moves. 

 

Delivery of Modular SLA 

There has been a sustained increase in tempo to 

ensure the 917 new houses are delivered on the Plain 

in time for the return of personnel from BFG. 

In the first two weeks of December seventeen 
properties in Bulford have been handed over to the 
DIO, ready for occupation by Service families.  We 
are extremely proud of the progress made at Bulford 
SFA and congratulate the whole team for their hard 
work, allowing Lovell to dramatically improve on the 
Programme delivery dates. 
 

  

SFA in Bulford – Early Dec 18 

In Ludgershall well over 160 timber frames have been 

finished and over 130 dwellings have their external 

brickwork completed.  Kitchen installations started in 

November, along with internal decoration of the first 

tranche of houses that are due to be handed over to 

the DIO in January next year. 
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In Larkhill the Welfare and Materials compound, 

accessed from the Parsonage Farm entrance, is now 

fully operational, meeting the essential team 

requirements. The roads to the west of the site have 

now been completed. The Gas, Water and Mains 

infrastructure to the west has also been completed. 

Scaffolding is flying up across the site and over 25 

timber kits have been erected and the brick laying 

teams have begun on site.   

 

Larkhill SFA – Early Dec 18 

ABP IN THE NORTH  

Catterick Garrison The Project Delivery Team were 

successful in handing over 4 out of the 7 remaining 

buildings in late Nov 18. Building 16 which was 

previously a transit SLA block has been converted 

into a purpose built stores facility.  

 

Refurbished Stores Building – Bourlon Barracks 

 

Building 18 the 4 SCOTS Welfare Building has been 

totally refurbished including full mechanical and 

electrical fit out and fully decorated including work on 

the roof roof. The unit now has a fully functioning well 

lit , modern looking building which had been 

dilapidated with the top floor now back in use.  

 

4 SCOTS refurbished  Welfare Building – Bourlon Barracks 

Of particular significance has been the bringing back 

into service of the HQ Building, an iconic Grade 2 

Listed Building.  This traditional Sandhurst Block has 

400 rooms that will include accommodation for a 

number of units, including HQ Catterick Garrison and 

HQ 4 Inf Bde.  The building will be ready for 

occupation during the Summer of 2019. 

This ABP refurbishment has provided modern, fit for 

purpose accommodation capable enduring until 2050, 

and potentially, beyond this date. 

  

Bourlon Barracks  
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Marne Barracks There has also been progress in the 

re-development of Marne Barracks, approximately 

five miles from the main Garrison.  This project has  

involved the provision of 11 new buildings, a floodlit 

multiuse games area and supporting infrastructure.  

This has  included additional SLA, technical and office 

storage and a trade training facility for the Royal 

Engineers. The work that commenced in Aug 17 is 

expected to be completed in Jan 19 at a total cost of 

around £42M. 

BFG Rebasing.   There was  successful briefing of 

around 400 families conducted on 6 – 7 Sep 18.  This 

was followed by the HQ BFG Unit Main Planning 

Conferences in September and October 18 delivered 

to all major, minor units and unformed units.  

Linked to this HQ BFG has produced a number of 

bespoke Rebasing Guide booklets for the different 

rebasing audiences including; Cyprus Families, BFG 

to UK families, BFG to UK Single Soldiers, and a 

guide for Civilian Staff and Teachers. 

HQ BFG has created a roadmap of complimentary 

communication activity and tools to provide families 

and individuals with important information relating to 

their moves to help these run as smoothly as 

possible. 

Looking further ahead HQ BFG continues to plan for 

the consolidation of the BFG families remaining in 

Germany in the Sennelager area in the Autumn 19.  

This will see a small number of internal Germany to 

Germany SFA and SLA moves.  These are likely to 

happen in October, after the move of the major units 

out of Germany. 

DIRECTORATE OF CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE (DCYP)  

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS AND DISABILITIES 

(SEND) ROADSHOW 

The SEND Roadshow took place in Germany on 7th 

and 8th November.  Professionals from DCYP, 

representatives from Wiltshire County Council, North 

Yorkshire County Council and Germany SEND       

Co-ordinators (SENDCOs) met families and offered 

personalised advice and guidance to 38 families. 

Information provided included: 

• How to find schools in any of the locations families 
are going to. 
 

• The importance of getting the admission 
paperwork in order. 

 

• How to find information about the SEND support 
schools in England offer, using the school SEND 
Offers available on their websites. 

 

• What questions to ask their new school 
SENDCOs. 

• How Germany SENDCOs will be supporting the 
transition. 

• How Germany SENDCOs will be sharing 
information with the forwarding SENDCOs. 

• The differences between paperwork and 
processes in England and MOD schools. 

• Resources available in specific local authorities 
and how these may differ from MoD schools 

• The importance of sharing information about 
additional needs in families on the housing form 
E11 32. 

The feedback from parents and professionals was 
overwhelmingly positive.  The Germany SENDCOs 
have been working extremely hard with individual 
families. 

An MOD Transfer of Information Pack will be sent 

directly to the schools by each child’s SENDCOs.  If 
you require any information about your child’s 
transition during the Germany rebasing, your first 

point of contact will be the child’s school based 
SENDCO. 

ARMY FAMILIES’ FEDERATION (AFF) 

The AFF teams work wherever there are Army 
families – in the UK and overseas – supporting 
families in any aspect of life that is affected by being 
an Army family.  AFF is an independent charity 
working closely with the Chain of Command to ensure 
that families’ voices are heard.  It is also important 
with such a complex basing project, families are given 
accurate and up to date information. The last six 
months have been particularly busy.   
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In the UK, it has been a matter of keeping track of the 
SFA building programme on Salisbury Plain, 
communicating to families about the support – such 
as extra school places, medical facilities and training 
opportunities – that are being put in place across the 
Larkhill and Tidworth Garrison areas.  

AFF’s  Wiltshire co-ordinator, Carol Morris, has 
regular meetings with DIO, the contractors on SPTA, 
and the local Garrisons, to ensure that AFF can give 
families the best possible advice.  Carol has also 
been working closely with colleagues in Germany and 
elsewhere in the UK, to ensure that families moving to 
the area get the right information and signposting.  

 

Carol Morris, AFF Wiltshire Co-ordinator, visiting the new SFA at Bulford 

In the New Year, Carol Morris and AFF’s  Regional 
Manager South, Julie Mounfield, will be visiting 
Germany to meet some of the families and the Unit 
Welfare Teams who will be moving to Salisbury 
Plain.   

AFF REGIONAL ROADSHOW 

A number of AFF specialists, along with AFF’s Chief 
Executive, Sara Baade, met families in Paderborn 
and Bielefeld on 24 and 25 Oct.   

This  Roadshow – organised by Germany Regional 
Manager, Carole Rudd, with the support of HQ BFG – 
was attended by over 130 families, Unit Welfare 
teams and HQ BFG staff.   

A wide range issues were raised.  This included 
schools admissions procedures in UK; the impact of 
Brexit on the ‘settled status’ for European spouses; 
the level of units’ commitments over the peak 
rebasing move period; housing allocations in UK, and 
the move-in process. 

Also the Future Housing Model, (including concerns 
over the end of Forces Help to Buy); and financial 
concerns.  AFF will continue to work with HQ BFG to 
ensure that families in Germany receive timely and 
accurate information on all aspects of rebasing that 

affect family life.   

All AFF contact details are available at 
https://aff.org.uk/ 

 

The Army HIVE Information Service is part of the 

Army Welfare Service (AWS) and is the MODs 

appointed provider of relevant and timely information 

to the Service community. Often misconstrued, the 

HIVE Information Service responds to enquiries from 

anyone within the Service community. Enquiries are 

welcomed from Serving Personnel (Regular and 

Reserve), dependants, partners, extended families, 

Veterans and MOD civilians. 

The purpose of Community Support is to promote  

resilience within the community by creating a range of 

fun, positive and safe experiences for children, young 

people, families and serving personnel. Community 

Support also connects with several agencies and 

organisations within the local area to access services 

and support a better understanding of the Armed 

Forces Community 

AWS HIVE and Community Support were invited to 

Paderborn in BFG to meet with the young people who 

are due to rebase to the UK with their families during 

2019. The BFG Youth Forum requested transition 

briefs, specifically aimed at young people, regarding 

their impending move to Wiltshire. These young 

people felt that a host of information was being 

disseminated to their parents regarding the move, but 

they had questions that were being left unanswered. 

Salisbury Plain HIVE Information Support Officers 

Margaret Prentice and Tracey Smith researched and 

produced several handouts detailing a range of clubs 

available for 11 – 18 year olds to access in  Tidworth, 

Bulford and Larkhill.   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faff.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJames.Ryan527%40mod.gov.uk%7C36a6e89a266540fd195608d6539b3e7e%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636788323662167630&sdata=MVxKpzWVAS%2Ba8aqJWd6NWSEMAQJd7%2BaGcYXnsHXry4w%3D&reserved=0
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A list of primary and secondary schools and colleges 

in the Salisbury Plain area was provided.  

The Community Support Development Workers 

(CSDWs) Joyce, Lucy and James provided further 

information, presenting a short video produced by 

BFBS based in Bulford, explaining what AWS 

Community Support can offer across Salisbury Plain. 

With invaluable assistance from the BFG AWS team, 

the presentation, video clips and handouts were 

presented to around 250 young people by Emma 

Thomson-Area HIVE Manager South West, and Dave 

Donaldson-Senior, Community Support Development 

Worker.  

Students and teachers engaged in an open forum, the 

young people asking a number of probing and 

relevant questions. Ample opportunity was given to  

attendees to discuss their concerns around housing, 

activities, school class sizes, crime and internet 

connectivity – the main areas of concern that were 

highlighted.  

This was a successful trip offering young people 

information on what is already in place for them in 

Wiltshire, and also what they can expect when they 

settle here. That said, one of the questions the team 

was asked by a rather keen young person was how 

the Army Basing Programme ‘will be affected by 
Brexit?’ – needless to say the team was stumped! 

For further information on HIVE please contact Emma 

Thomson on RC-AWS-SW-AHM@mod.gov.uk or for 

Community Support information, Dave Donaldson on 

RC-AWS-SW-Tidworth-CSSDW@mod.gov.uk. 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

ArmyBasingProgramme@ArmyBasingRegular  

Updates are tweeted showing progress and delivery 

under the ABP. 

Recent comms have included a number of radio 

interviews broadcast on BFBS that can be accessed 

via the following link: BFBS Radio Interviews 

 

 

mailto:RC-AWS-SW-Tidworth-CSSDW@mod.gov.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fssvc-my.sharepoint.com%2F%3Af%3A%2Fg%2Fpersonal%2Fchris_sturgess_bfbs_com%2FEiYHv7pF0KNNviO6U-NHs-8Bq8AByt4NtQ3XmoBcrCkSVQ%3Fe%3DmqhPca&data=02%7C01%7C%7C011545116cd04c3fbe1f08d666704372%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C636809029678845520&sdata=ix3f3appC5s7t9OkOKsfDjse6dleblwgNJTqOjsnd2g%3D&reserved=0

